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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, PORS, ELAB, TU 

SUB J : ECEVIT CONFRONTS DISK OVER DEMONSTRATIONS 
REF: A) ISTANBUL 0819; B) ANKARA 2064 

1 . ON MARCH 20 PRIMIN ECEVIT ENTERED A HEAD-ON CONFRONTATION 
WITH ONE OF HIS PARTY'S PRINCIPAL SUPPORTERS, THE LEFTIST 
FEDERATION OF REVOLUTIONARY LABOR UNIONS (DISK), OVER AN 
ILLEGAL TWO-HOUR WORK STOPPAGE IN PROTEST AGAINST THE 
KILLING OF FIVE STUDENTS IN ISTANBUL MARCH 16(REF A). 

ABDULLAH BASTURK, PRESIDENT OF GENEL-IS AND NEWLY ELECTED 
PRESIDENT OF DISK, HAD CALLED ON MUNICIPAL WORKERS TO 
ABANDON BUSES AND CUT OFF ELECTRICITY SUPPLY AT 8 A.M., THE 
HEIGHT OF THE MORNING RUSH HOUR. THE STOPPAGE RESULTED IN 
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MASSIVE TRAFFIC JAMS IN ANKARA AND OTHER CITIES AND LED TO 
DEMONSTRATIONS. POLICE REPORTEDLY MADE MORE THAN 400 
ARRESTS IN ANKARA ALONG. 

2. PRIMIN ECEVIT REACTED SHARPLY, SAYING THAT THE PROTEST 
WAS ILLEGAL AND WARNING THAT PARTICIPANTS WERE FALLING INTO 
THE "TRAP'' LAID BY THOSE WHO WISH TO SEE A "FASCIST AND 
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UNCONSTITUTIONAL REGIME" ESTABLISHED IN TURKEY. HE PROMISED 
THAT THOSE WHO ACTED OUTSIDE THE LAW WOULD BE PUNISHED. 

BOTH HE AND HIS PART SECGEN, MUSTAFA USTUNDAG, AFFIRMED 
THAT THE REPUBLICAN PEOPLE S PARTY HAD NO DEBTS TO ANYONE 
BUT "THE PEOPLE". 

3. COMMENT: ECEVIT NO DOUBT REGARDED DISK'S ACTION AS A 
CHALLENGE. HE TOOK A FIRM STAND IN RESPONSE, BOTH BY 
POLICE ACTION AGAINST THE ILLEGAL DEMONSTRATIONS AND BY 
PERSONNALLY DENOUNCING THE ACTION OF AN IMPORTANT INSTITUTION 
OF HIS CONSTITUENCY. WHILE IN OPPOSITION, HE INSISTED THAT 
THE TERMS OF HIS PARTY'S RELATIONSHIP WITH DISK WERE NOT TO 
BE DICTATED BY DISK. NOW THAT HE IS PRIMIN, IT IS 
PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT TO HIS LEADERSHIP THAT HE NOT SHOW 
HIMSELF AS FAVORING THE LEFT IN THE CONTEXT OF CURRENT CIVIL 
STRIFE. AN ANALYSIS OF THE ROLE PLAYED BY DISK PRESIDENT 
BASTURK AND ITS POSSIBLE EFFECT ON HIS LEADERSHIP WILL FOLLOW. 
SPIERS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEETINGS, LABOR UNION OFFICIALS, LABOR STRIKES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978ANKARA02124 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 24-0849 
Format: TEL 
From: ANKARA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780345/aaaablmn.tel 

Line Count: 80 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 94e360c3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 ISTANBUL 819, 78 ANKARA 2064 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3262380 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ECEVIT CONFRONTS DISK OVER DEMONSTRATIONS 
TAGS: PINS, PORS, ELAB, TU, (ECEVIT, BULENT) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/94e360c3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



